Intrathermocline eddies (ITEs) are characterized by a subsurface lens of relatively homogeneous water. By defi nition, they are situated within the thermocline and therefore split the stratifi ed water column, taking the form of a dome in the upper part of the thermocline and a bowl in the lower part. Observations of ITEs in diverse regions of the world ocean (Kostianoy and Belkin, 1989) indicate typical spatial scales of 10-100 km horizontally and 100 m vertically. In the Japan/East Sea (JES) 36°N   38°N   40°N   42°N   44°N   46°N   48°N   50°N   128°E  130°E  132°E  134°E  136°E  138°E  140°E  142°E   0   5   10   15   20   25   30   35   40 Soya T s u s h i m a W a r m C u r r e n t L i m a n C u r r e n t Strait (Fox et al., 2002) , which was also used to initialize the model state.
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